Service Project Opportunities 
Below are just a few areas that you may want to consider when determining service projects for your patrol or the troop.  As you come across additional areas of need – please share this information with the troop committee.

Service is one of the best gifts that one person to give to another and service is an important part of being a scout.  It is an important part of advancement as service must be learned and practiced in order to become a natural part of life.  A project need not be huge or highly visible for it to be important.  If it benefits another, and is done from the heart, it is an important project!  

Ronald McDonald House –





821-8961 

Two locations

40-55 Residents 
20-25 Residents   

 

Ronald McDonald House serves the families of children admitted to All Children’s Hospital.  These facilities give them a place to stay during a difficult time.   

Meals - an area that these facilities are always in need of – Breakfast can be cooked on site and served to residents.  Lunch can be brought in and left for residents to enjoy on their own schedule.  Dinner’s can be brought in and served.  

St. Vincent de Paul – 





821-6244



Soup Kitchen – provides a hot meal daily to the homeless.   Always a need for help in serving and clearing tables.  

Food Bank – keeps a supply of canned goods to assist those in need.  Donations / Collections of non-perishable food items is a great way to assist this group.  Personal items (toothpaste, shampoo, etc.) are also helpful as food stamps will not cover these items.

Thrift Store – sells gently used items to raise funds for helping those in need.  Donations / Collections of gently used items are always welcome.

St. Petersburg Free Clinic Food Bank - 



821-1200
Collects and distributes food to those in need within our community.  Recipient of the annual Scouting for Food effort.
St. Petersburg Free Clinic Beacon House Community Kitchen
821-1200

Community kitchen offers a hot evening meal 6 nights a week to those in need.  Need volunteers to serve dinner, donations of food, paper products, cleaning products.     

Christmas Toy Workshop – 




898-3962
Collects toys throughout the year to be distributed to needy families during the holidays.  This organization receives a tremendous amount of donations and can always use help with sorting, cleaning, packaging, repairing toys.   

ASAP Homeless Shelter – 





823-5665
Family Shelter (intact families)


Women & Children’s Shelter 

Facility for homeless women and children or separate residence for intact families.  Homeless men are given the opportunity to use the site as a mail drop and for showering.  Always a need for personal hygiene items for both women and men.  Huge need for men’s underwear and socks.  Male clients who live on the street and are given an opportunity to use the facility to shower and clean up, most do not have replacement clothing items.  Sock and underwear collections are greatly appreciated.  

Feeding the Homeless - 

Many service groups will make an easily transportable meal, such as stew and sandwiches, soup and sandwiches, etc. and bring all the items to a downtown location.  Amazingly, word spreads and within a very short time the homeless of our community will be lined up to be fed.  A wonderful opportunity to help those who are truly in need.  

CASA – 

Center Against Spouse Abuse is an organization that assists women and their children with shelter and life assistance when fleeing from an abusive partner.  Organization has many needs but a few that might be considered are items to make a child / teen who has had to leave their home feel just a little better about their new situation.  Donations are needed of personal hygiene items, school supplies, recreational items (movie tickets, cds, etc.) towels, underwear, etc.  
Last Christmas one scout sponsored a collection and asked classmates to bring in those new items that they received as gifts that they really weren’t that excited about … duplications, gifts that weren’t quite age appropriate, etc.   These were then taken to CASA (100+ items) to be distributed as birthday gifts for residents.  This project held no sacrifice to the scout or those who donated .. yet it made the lives of many just a little nicer.  

Coastal Cleanup – 

Several of these are held in the St. Petersburg area each year – September and April.  Information will be found in the St. Pete Times or by going on-line to www.stpete.org/events
Tampa Bay Watch – 
Performs habitat restoration and protection activities at locations around the bay.   Many on-going volunteer opportunities to benefit our community water ways.  Visit their website @ www.tampabaywatch.org and choose the Programs and Projects page.  

Upcoming Project
	Derelict Crab Trap Removal Project 
November 20: 9:00 - 12:00 Williams Park Boat Ramp 
Boater volunteers are needed to assist Tampa Bay Watch in the removal of ghost crab traps in the bay which have been abandoned, lost or accidentally cut free by boat motors. The traps can be a hazard to both animals and humans when they are left to decompose on the bottom of the bay. For more information, see the article in the October/November issue of the Tampa Bay Watch Log newsletter or call Wendy Valle at Tampa Bay Watch, 727-867-8166 or email her at wvalle@tampabaywatch.org.
Some other ideas ….

· SPCA – Mr. Vetter is on a Board of this organization and can offer valuable assistance!
· Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary 

· Boyd Hill Nature Park 

· Weedon Island Nature Preserve

· Various Organizations ….www.co.pinellas.fl.us   choose the right side – near the bottom – volunteer opportunities 

· Read the Help Them Out section of the St. Petersburg Times 

· Organize a letter writing and/or collection for our military personnel 

· Pick a park and clean it up ….

· On Father’s Day – deliver a small gift to all the men in a Nursing Home, or a card to all the men at the VA Hospital – visit for a little while!

  

 

 


Sponsor a Soldier – 

Resources from Boys Life  -   Remember that these men and women are defending our country.  Let them know that they have not been forgotten!

www.usocares.org             

www.army.mil/operations/iraq/faq.html           

www.defendamerica.mil/support_troops.html 

