Troop 219 – November 2003 

Newsletter

Troop Committee Meeting

A Troop Committee Meeting was held on Tuesday, November 4, 2003.  These meetings are open to all parents and are the method that our troop uses to plan events and exchange ideas.  The next committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 2nd – 7:00 p.m. in the Science Room.  Meetings are always on the first Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise noted. 

​​​​​​​​​

Scouting For Food – Pickup 

Our annual “Good Turn” – Scouting for Food – will be Saturday, November 8th.  The Cub Scouts distributed empty bags last Saturday and we will pick up bags filled with food.  Bags will be taken to the St. Petersburg Free Clinic when we have completed the route.  

Scouts will meet in the St. Raphael’s parking lot at 9:00 a.m. sharp, leaving promptly at 9:15 a.m.  Drivers are needed as well.   We will be assisted with pickup by the Webelos II den.  

Scouts should be in full class A uniform.    We should be done by noon.

Bragging Rights!

From the District Camporee ……. Go to the Scorpion Patrol for their masterful win as Kings of the Cope and to the Panther Patrol for placing second overall on all of the courses out of 36 patrols total.  Way to represent Troop 219.  Small but mighty.   

We also received several emails complimenting our scouts who assisted at the recent Distinguished Citizens Award Dinner.  These emails came from people who visited our web site and emailed the Scoutmaster.  Those participating included – 

Johnny Yanchunis

Michael Yanchunis

Joe McCarthy 

Barchan Rodgers


Anthony Ferrer


Matt Authement

Our troop has a great deal to be proud of!

Website – Reminder

New photos have been posted – check out the site if you haven’t been there lately!   

Safe Environment Training 

Will take place on Saturday – 11/15/03 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.   Remember – All Adults who will be continuing to participate in Scouting must take this training.  

Webelo Crossover

Webelos from Pack 219 will be crossing over on Monday, 11/17 at 7:00 p.m.   The Pack meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. and is usually over by 8:00 p.m.  We will need a minimum of three boys to assist with this special ceremony but all are welcome.  Please let Mr. Ludes know if you will be able to assist.  
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Christmas Tree Lot
Troop 219’s only fundraiser each year is the sale of fresh Christmas Trees.  Each scout is required to work a minimum of 3 weekend shifts (2 hours each) and 1 weekday shift.  Lot will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekdays and from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekdays.  Scouts are required to have a parent working with them for each shift.   There is a schedule (Excel format) on the web page.  Each scout is requested to print the schedule and mark choices for work shifts.  Form should be returned no later than the meeting on 11/16/03, but can be turned in earlier.  Any scouts who do not turn in the requested schedule will be assigned remaining shifts.  

Money earned from the lot is split 50% to the troop and 50% to the scouts working the lot.  Profit is calculated and those who work will receive an hourly wage for the time that they put in (approx. $6.00 per hour in past years).  This money is held in the troop account and scouts have the option of using this money toward – Summer Camps or Eagle projects.  If a scout earns money but knows that he will be unable to attend camp, he can donate his earnings to another scout’s camping fees or toward an Eagle project that is being worked on.   Funds do not carry over from year to year.

Set up for the tree lot will be on Saturday, 11/29/03 at 8:30 a.m.   All scouts should plan on participating.  Plan to wear old clothes (due to the sap), bring work gloves if you have them, and most importantly ~ your Christmas Cheer and Jolly Attitude.  Lot set up is generally done by noon.  Any parents who would like to bring over cookies, drinks etc. are welcome as this goes a long way in assisting with the ‘jolly attitude’.  

Lock In

Lock in will be on Friday, 11/28 through Saturday 11/29.   Boys need not wear their uniforms for this event, and those spending the night should remember to bring their old clothes for the lot set up the following day.  Lock in starts at 7:00 p.m. and boys should meet in the Parish Center.  Bring – movies (G or PG – no PG 13), sleeping bags, etc.

Senior Patrol Leader Nominations 

Nominations for Senior Patrol Leaders should be submitted to Mr. Ludes via email by 11/26/03.  Voting will be held at the lock in.  In order to be considered for Senior Patrol Leader a scout must meet the following requirements 

· Star Rank or Higher

· Attend 75% of all meetings 

· Attend all camping trips (1 missed is allowed)

· Attend at least one of the summer camps (both are encouraged)

Boys meeting the rank qualifications are ~

Barchan Rodgers 


Mitchell Frick


Matt Authement

Bobby Avila


Anthony Ferrer


John Giles 

Billy Stringer




Breakfast with Santa

Pack 219 will once again host a Breakfast with Santa on Sunday – December 7th – following the 9:30 a.m. mass.  This year’s event will be to benefit the Jeff Sharlow Fund.  The Pack has asked if the Troop would like to make this event a joint effort.  Boy Scouts will be asked to help with the set up of the room on Saturday, 11/6/03, starting at 1:00 p.m.   Boys will also be asked to attend the event in their Class A uniform and assist as needed.  This will be a great opportunity to show the true spirit of scouting, assist with a very worthwhile event and create a stronger bond with the Pack.  We hope to raise $500.00 for the Jeff Sharlow fund.  

Gift to Troop – Legacy of a Scoutmaster

The gift of $1000.00 received from Mr. H. M. Wall, past Scoutmaster of Troop 253, was discussed.  Suggested uses for this donation to date are the purchase of a new troop flag, with a commemorative plaque on the staff.  An additional suggestion was made for a $100 to $200 donation to the Jeff Sharlow fund.  Committee was unable to vote on these suggestions, as the meeting did not have a quorum present.  Other suggestions are welcome.  

Scoutmaster Search 

Troop 219 is actively seeking a Scoutmaster for the 2004-2005 Scouting year.  
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