OPERATION 1st CLASS

May 8th, is Operation 1st class, this is where new scouts can get most of the requirements completed up to first class.  The registration needs to be in to Council before Friday, the cost is $5, and it includes lunch… Uniform will be full class “A” {Scout shirt, shorts, sox, and bolo (not needed)} I would recommend wearing your yellow troop shirt underneath, in case they decide to go down to class “B” uniforms.

GINNY SPRINGS FAMILY CAMP

May 21-23 will be our annual Family Camping trip to Ginny Springs.  The cost will be $11/night/adult and $6/night/Scouts & youth 7-14, children under 6 are Free.  We will be camping in Turkey Roost, just above the main spring.  This is the site the Troop has camped in about 7 years ago, it was a dead end road and we blocked it off with a car at the beginning of the day on Saturday. The facilities are only a short walk away, about the same distance as last year, when we were at Dogwood Spring. 
JAMBOREE

Every four years the Boy Scouts of America hold a week-long program for Boy Scouts from around the country.  The 2005 program runs from July 25 through August 3, and will be held at Fort AP Hill, a U.S. Army base in Virginia.  My sons Johnny and Joey went to the 2001 Jamboree and had a fantastic time.

In 2005, two of the Skyway District's Troops which are being sponsored by the West Central Florida Counsel, and we have 26 spaces left.  The cost is $1,800 which includes round trip airfare to Washington, D.C., a two day tour of Washington, bus transportation from Washington to the Jamboree site, and a white water rafting trip in West Virginia.  Payment of the cost of the trip can be spaced out over time.  More information can be obtained by using the Council's website at www.wcfcbsa.org.

I hope that my son Michael and I will not be the only Scouts from Troop 219 going to the Jamboree.  

Committee Vice Chairperson

Mr. Jay Sasserath has stepped up to the challenge of Committee Vice Chairperson; his assisted will be greatly appreciated by our current Chairperson, Mr. John Yanchunis.  Depending on the help he gets for the Troop and District he will probably take on that role before the end of next year.  Lets all show him our thanks by giving him the most we can offer.

More adults needed at the committee meetings

We only had 2 new adults at the last committee meeting, and they both said that they were surprised to see how much information was passed at them.  We asked them if there was any way to get more adults involved in the troop, and they both said have it during a Troop meeting, so we are doing that.  May 19th, one parent from every scouting family is required to attend this meeting, as there is A LOT of information and questions the Troop committee needs answers to.  

SAFE TRAINING

Any adult wishing to participate in any Scouting activity needs SAFE training.  It will be offered next by St. Raphaels Church June 5th, more info will be made available at a future date.  Along with that training the Boy Scouts has mandated that you also take Youth Protection, it is offered online. Please see our Troop website, www. Troop219.com and click on the adult training link to see the training page. On the top you will see a hyperlink to the training session.

COURT OF HONOR
Our end of year Court of Honor is rapidly approaching, any one who has completed all requirements for any rank that needs a Scoutmaster conference needs to make contact with Mr. Ludes or Mr. Rodgers as soon as possible.  The Boards of review will need to occur before the May 19th meeting, as time is needed to get awards from the Scout shop and organize them.  I hope to see ALL parents there as this is the time you child/scout receives their awards that they have been working on.  

SCOUTMASTER STEPPING DOWN

Mr. Ludes and Mr. Rodgers have been working a plan on the smooth stepping down of Mr. Ludes as Scoutmaster & Mr. Rodgers taking on that role… In case you haven’t noticed it lately, Mr. Ludes has been sitting on the sidelines as Mr. Rodgers has been the front man.

SUMMER CAMP STUFF

Final payment of summer camp funds will need to be made prior to the COH on May 26th.  There will be a mandatory meeting for all parents and Scouts of those going to either summer camp on June 2nd, @ 7pm in the parish hall, where we normally meet.
Oh CHRISTMAS TREE

We are in the process of finding out whether we will be able to have a Christmas tree lot this year, as Monsignor has informed the church that construction will begin the end of the month, taking our prime real estate for tree sales. We will be finding out if and where we will be able to set up our stands, if not be prepared to do some sort of other type of fund raiser, or lots of them.
VENTURE PATROL/VENTURE CREW

Mr. Ludes is interested in meeting with all Scouts 13 & older, Star or above in rank.  To discuss the possibility of starting a Venture patrol, and once al the adult leaders are trained, moving into a co-ed Venture crew.  The requirements for that however, are 14 & older (finished 8th grade), the want to lead, and plan activities. Any Adults interested in doing High Adventure stuff, please contact Mr. Ludes

