Troop 219 – December 2003 

Newsletter

Troop Committee Meeting

A Troop Committee Meeting was held on Tuesday, December 2, 2003.  These meetings are open to all parents, and is the method that our troop uses to plan events.  It is the perfect way to learn more about Boy Scouting, why and how things are done, and to exchange ideas.  The next committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 8th – 7:00 p.m. in the Science Room.  

Meetings are always on the first Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise noted.

​​​​​​​​​

Tree Lot 

As mentioned in the emails from our Scoutmaster – there are still open spots on the tree lot calendar.   This is an excellent way for the boys to earn funds for their summer camps and more importantly it’s the way to ensure that we have funds for our activities for the year.  

A huge Thank You to Mr. Yanchunis and Mr. Phillips for driving to North Carolina and picking up the trees!   To Mr. Ludes and Jeremy Ludes for all their work with the daily updates to the web site with the work schedules.   And to Mr. Ferrer and Mr. Rodgers for the Lock In on Friday night and their hard work in getting the tree lot ready to go!  

The boys are doing an excellent job  - Keep up the hard work!
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Breakfast with Santa

The second annual Breakfast with Santa will be this Sunday – December 7th – in the Parish Center.   This event is being hosted by both the Cub and Boy Scouts in order to benefit the Jeff Sharlow Fund.  

Any scout who can help is asked to arrive no later than 10:30 a.m. Sunday morning in Class A uniform.  Work will involve assisting the Cub Scout “elves” with the petting zoo, pony rides, clearing tables, and generally helping out.  This is a wonderful opportunity to show our true scouting spirit within our community as we raise funds in memory of one of our own. 

Current Merit Badges 

We are currently working on the Communications and the Salesmanship merit badges.   Be sure to print the paperwork from the web site and complete any of the at home portions.   Jeremy will be leading the portion on web site development at an upcoming meeting.  

Camping 

Next camping trip will be on January 16, 17 and 18.  This will be our annual attendance at the Brooksville Raid and is always a popular trip.  We will be staying at the McGregor Smith Boy Scout Camp, along with our new partner troop, Troop 303 from Shorecrest.    

Leadership Roles

Congratulations to Barchan Rogers, Troop 219’s newly elected Senior Patrol Leader (SPL).  We will soon be voting on Patrol Leaders and other leadership positions in the troop.  Remember that leadership is an important step on the road to advancement.  Take the next step and go for one of these roles!  

Below is a very brief overview of the positions available and the responsibilities associated.  If you are interested in one of these roles or have questions …get with Mr. Ludes, Mr. Ferrer or Mr. Rogers.    Voting for Patrol Leaders will be held at the meeting on Wednesday, December 10th.  

· Scribe – Responsible for attendance 

· Historian – Takes photos for our web site, providing appropriate supporting information regarding the event.

· Quartermaster – Coordinates supplies coming from the shed and ensuring that they are returned properly.

· Chaplain Aide – Leads prayer and ensures that a service is available when away camping.

· Librarian – Logs merit books in and out. 

· Den Chief – Assists Cub Scout Den Leaders with weekly meetings, providing hands on assistance.

A Scout is Helpful ……

The annual Scouting for Food drive added over 9700 pounds of food to the pantries at the Free Clinic.  

In January our troop will participate in a Good Turn project by writing postcards to our troops in Bosnia.  

Adult Leadership Roles 

On 1/28/04 we will hold a Round Robin Orientation for all parents and scouts.   This is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Troop 219.  This is a meeting that you don’t want to miss!   Boys and parents will go through a series of stations covering areas such as ~

· Camping 

· Merit Badges & Rank Advancement 

· Policies of both the troop and Boy Scouts in general  

· Adult volunteers – how to get involved, what is needed, etc. 

· General overview of Boy Scouts 

This meeting promises to provide information that you don’t want to miss so mark your calendars now!

Jeff Sharlow Campaign

You are probably already aware the Suncoast Council is attempting to raise funds in order to complete the High Adventure Program that Jeff Sharlow was very involved with.  The financial goal for completing the program, which will rope courses, both high and low, and towers, will require $100,000.  The fund is currently at $20,000.    Our Committee Chairman, John Yanchunis, who also holds a position on the council level, has agreed to spearhead the campaign in order to raise additional funds.  

With this in mind, a motion was made, seconded and approved, to donate $200.00 of the recent $1000 bequest from the late Scoutmaster, H M Wall, toward this fund.   

Council News 

District Banquet – 1/14/04     An opportunity to recognize the many adults involved in scouting and their invaluable contributions.  Awards will be presented to the many who men and women who have made significant contributions to scouting over the past year.  

Round Table – held each month at Clearview Methodist Church on 38th Avenue N.   An opportunity to obtain additional leadership, merit badge counseler training, and meet with other troops.  Next meeting is Thursday 12/4 and in January on Thursday 1/8/04.  Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 
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Calendar Notes

12/3/03

7:00 p.m.

Weekly Meeting – Tree Lot 

12/4/03

7:30 p.m.

Roundtable Meeting – Clearview Methodist Church

12/7/03

10:30 a.m.

Breakfast w/Santa – Parish Center

12/10/03

7:00 p.m.

Weekly Meeting – Last one of the Year!

1/6/04

7:00 p.m.

Committee Meeting – Science Room

1/7/04

7:00 p.m.

Weekly Meeting – First Meeting of the New Year, Patrol 





Leader selection
1/8/04

7:30 p.m.

Roundtable Meeting – Clearview Methodist Church

1/14/04

7:00 p.m.

District Banquet  

1/16, 17, & 18 



Camping – Brooksville Raid 
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