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TROOP 219 SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

Troop Committee Meeting

A Troop Committee Meeting was held on Tuesday, September 2cnd.  These meetings are open to all parents and are the vehicle our troop uses to plan events and exchange ideas.  The next committee meeting will be October, 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Science room.  The meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month, unless otherwise notified.

Troop Web Page

Jeremy Ludes has created a new web page for Troop 219.  Jeremy was Troop 219’s Senior Patrol Leader for several years and worked at Sandhill Summer Camp for three summers, so he’s a veteran scout.  The new web-site is awesome!!!!!  It will be the source of a myriad of information including:
-The monthly newsletter which will be posted each month instead of printing hard copies.

-Permission slips for campouts, etc. that can be downloaded from website

-The yearly calendar of events

-Links to council, so appropriate forms can be downloaded 

-Links to many Boy Scout websites as needed

-Animated knot tying presentations to help scouts advance through the ranks

-General information, such as how to get started in scouts, leadership info, directions, etc.

-List of merit badge counselors 

-Eagles nest for Troop 219

etc.,etc.

What will not be on the website are scouts’ phone numbers and last names.  Jeremy would like to post pictures, etc. from campouts, but needs your permission to do so.  If you do not want your son’s picture on website (would be identified by first name only), Jeremy will put a smiley face over his picture.  There are two separate permission slips to fill out, one signed by the adult and one by the scout.  Please sign and give the attached forms to Scott, or you should be able to download forms from the website.  

The website address is www.troop219.com.  You can E-mail Jeremy at TAllQuay@aol.com to thank him for his hard work and awesome website.

Training Opportunities

There are many training opportunities coming up for adults wanting to become more involved in their son’s troop.  There is more information and there are registration forms for many of the training courses online @ www.wcfcbsa.org.  Jeremy will also have links on troop 219’s website. Some of the upcoming training opportunities are explained below and a  list is attached.

-Boy Scouts “Package Deal” Training Oct. 1, Oct. 7, Oct. 14, Oct. 17,18 & 19:

 This was formerly known as Scoutmastership Fundamentals.  It includes New Leader Essentials, Troop Committee Challenge, Scoutmaster & Assistant Scoutmaster Leader Specific & Weekend of Introduction to Outdoor Skills. A registration form is attached.

-University of Scouting, October 25th:

 This will be held at Eckerd College and offers many different classes for Cub Scout Leaders, Boy Scout Leaders, Venturing Leaders, and Boy Scout Youth Leaders.  Class schedules, registration forms, etc. can be obtained online at www.Universityofscouting.org.  A list of classes offered is attached.

One of the basic trainings for adults involved with scouting is the Youth Protection certification.  This can now be done online!  Once again go to www. wcfcbsa.org under training to register. 

 Roundtable is the first Thursday of each month and is a great way to  bring new ideas into the troop.  Anyone can go and share with the troop.  The meetings are held at Clearview United Methodist @ 4515 38th Ave. N.

Service Project

    Troop 219 is looking into a service project for the whole troop to participate in.  Many scouts need service hours for rank advancement, the troop needs service hours to achieve certain awards and part of scouting is service.  Several committee members are checking into possibilities, including helping at Resurrection house in St. Petersburg.  An Environmental project is also being considered for the near future.

Christmas Tree Lot

It’s never too early to start planning for our X-mas tree lot, the troop’s biggest and only fundraiser!  The committee’s discussion centered on advertising ahead of time, so the trees will sell quickly and the troop would not be forced to sell any trees at a significant discount.  It was decided that we will place a coupon, for approx. $5.00 off, in a neighborhood newspaper as incentive to purchase a tree by a certain date.  This way we can track the impact of the advertising and also hopefully sell out early with no big discounts. 

Congratulations Rolando!

Rolando Ferrer was honored at Troop 219’s Court of Honor on Sept. 3rd for earning his Wood Badge, which involves an advanced training program that takes many months to complete.  Congratulations Rolando and thank you for your commitment to scouting!

UPCOMING EVENTS

September camping :19th-21st

The September camping trip will be to F. Burton Smith State Park near the Kennedy Space Center.  The scouts will be touring Kennedy Space Center and working on their Space Exploration Merit Badge.  The total cost for the trip for scouts is $45.20 and for adults $47.20.  This includes food , admission to the space center ($33.00) and a camping fee.  Scouts should bring a bag lunch in case there’s not time to stop on the way to the camp out.  A few dollars for fast food would also be a good idea.  Please have your money and permission slips turned in by Sept. 17th.

Catholic Boy Scout Retreat: Oct. 3rd-5th

The retreat will be held at Our Lady of Good Counsel Camp in Floral City. Please let Joe Murphy know ASAP if you will be attending.  An E-mail from Mr. Murphy is attached with more information.

October District Camporee: 10th-12th

This year the Skyway District Camporee will be held at Sand Hill Scout Reservation the weekend of October 10th-12th.  There will be skills competitions involving knot tying, fire building demonstrations, etc. Each troop will build a gateway to their campsite.  More details will be forthcoming.

Distinguished Citizens Award Dinner:Oct. 14th

This dinner is a major fundraiser for a scout reach program in the more urban area of our city.  They have asked our troop to do the opening ceremony and to retire the flags at the end.  We will need five scout volunteers.  The volunteers would meet at the church around 4:30 and be taken to the Coliseum for the program.  They would be fed dinner and could do homework during the program.  They would be back at the church around 9:30-10:00.  Please let Mr. Ludes know if you can help.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Volunteer needed!!

Mr. Yanchunis, our Committee Chairperson, wears two hats and is also the Chairman for the Skyway District.  He would like to train someone for his Troop 219 position over the next year.  If you would consider helping in this way, please contact Mr. Yanchunis and he would be happy to explain what the position involves.  Also, thank you to Kim Phillips who has agreed to be the troop secretary and will putting out the newsletter each month! 

A troop is dependent on volunteers to have a successful program.  Please volunteer where you are able and be sure to attend committee meetings and walk your son into regular scout meetings so you can stay informed.

*note: an updated troop roster is attatched  


