Troop 219 – November 2004 

Newsletter

Troop Committee Meeting

A Troop Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, November 3, 2004.  This meeting is open to all parents, and is the method that our troop uses to plan events.  It is the perfect way to learn more about Boy Scouting, why and how things are done, and to exchange ideas. 

Meetings have been changed to the first Wednesday of each month and will be held during the Boy Scout Meeting.  Next meeting will be Wednesday, December 1, @   7:00 p.m.

​​​​​​​​​

OH CHRISTMAS TREES … OH CHRISTMAS TREES …. 

They soon will be upon us …..  

Troop 219’s biggest and best fundraiser is not far away.  Christmas tree sales!   As you may already realize, this is generally our one and only fundraiser and provides the means to finance troop activities.  This is also an excellent way for scouts to earn money toward their summer camp experiences!   Since we are little unsure of how well the trees will sell with the current state of the construction, we have introduced an additional fundraiser this year with the pies – however we still hope that tree sales will be a big money earner and in order for it to succeed we need the participation of all!!  

The tree lot sign up sheet was available at the meeting tonight.  If you were unable to sign up, you will have many opportunities.  Once the list is organized, it will be posted on the web site so that you can see where the openings are and get signed up.  

As a reminder – 


All scouts are required to work a minimum of 2weekend shifts.


All scouts are required to work a minimum of 2 weekday shifts. 


A parent must be with the scout for each shift for safety reasons.


Scouts are responsible for finding a replacement if they are unable to work a scheduled shift. 
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SAFE TRAINING

A required training class for all adults working with youth in our parish / scout troop is scheduled for November 17th – 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in the Media Center.  If you plan on attending this course please notify Kim Phillips @ kt.phillips4501@verizon.net so that your name can be added to the list of attendees.  

Bicycling Merit Badge and Bike Trip 
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Scheduled for this coming Sunday – November 7th at Fort DeSoto .  This will provide an opportunity for the boys to complete a portion of the rides required for this merit badge and will cover ten (10) miles.  We will have the Webelos from Pack 219 participating with us as part of their Arrow of Light requirement.  Be sure to make them feel welcome!!  

Boys are responsible for getting a ride to and from Fort DeSoto or letting Chase Phillips @ 521-1856  know if they need help with a ride.  If you can transport your own bike – great!  If not – we can help but need to know in advance, who needs help!   Again – contact Chase Phillips.  

Remember you must have a helmet!   Bring a drink and a snack. 

Meet at Fort DeSoto @ the great big flag / parking lot at 1:00 – 1:15 p.m.  Or – bring your bike to St. Raphael’s Church parking lot between 12:00 and 12:15 for transport.  We will leave promptly at 12:30 p.m.  

Activity should be completed around 3:30 ish …..   

The weather should be great and this will be a fun way to spend time with your fellow scouts! 
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In order to raise some extra funds, Troop 219 will be selling coupons for Village Inn pies ($10.00 each).  Sales will start Sunday – November 7th and end just before Christmas.  We will sell after masses at St. Raphael’s as well as at Village Inn.  Kim Kuruzovich will coordinate the sales.  

As stated in the letter sent home and emailed … any scout selling 6 pies on their own is not required to sell after SRC masses or at the Village Inn location.  

A sign up sheet was circulated at tonight’s meeting and will be posted on the website as well.  Please let Mrs. K know the slot that you would like to cover.  

This should be a very easy way to generate some extra funds and support our troop.    Email Kim Kuruzovich @ kimkruz@msn.com or call 521-4759

BOR Schedule Change 

Due to the SAFE training class – the next Board of Review will be changed from the November 17th to December 8th.  Please let Jay Sassarath know if you are in need of a BOR.  

WEBELO CROSSOVER 

Troop 219 will soon be growing!  The Webelos II from Pack 219 will be crossing over on Monday – November 15th.  It is important that as they transition from cub scouts to boy scouts that they be ‘received’ into the troop by the boys of the troop!  Please try to be a part of this important ceremony by attending the Cub Scout meeting on 11/15 @ 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Center.  These Webelos will receive their final awards and ‘crossover’ from cubs to scouts  -  where they are received by the members of Troop 219 and welcomed.  This meeting generally lasts 1 ½ hours.   

DO A GOOD TURN DAILY  - SCOUTING FOR FOOD

Each year scouts from around the area participate in the Scouting for Food Drive.  Our organization handles this with the pack passing out the bags one Saturday – and then the troop picking up the bags of food the following Saturday.  Please plan on attending this important service project on Saturday – November 13th.  Boys should meet in the parking lot of St. Raphael’s Church at              

Citizenship in the Nation Merit Badge 

Mrs. Anderson will work with the Alligator Patrol to schedule a tour of the Social Security Administration in the near future.  This will enable the boys to complete their badge, Eagle required, and learn more about our social security system.  The Alligator Patrol is currently working on planning this event and more information will follow.  

LOCK – IN

Do not miss out on this fun Troop 219 tradition.  Boys combine troop work, with an evening of fun and junk food.  This year’s plan is to arrive at 4:00 p.m. – prepare the tree lot stands.  Once completed the boys will head the YMCA for climbing and swimming.  Upon return to the parish center – it is time for pizza, games, etc.  Boys spend the night ‘locked in’ the Parish Center and are ready for an 8:00 a.m. start on setting up the tree lot.    Cost of this event is $20.00 per scout and will cover the YMCA event, pizza and snacks.  Parents are needed for 

· Transportation to and from the YMCA

· Spending the night ‘locked in’ with your favorite boy scouts!  

This is an opportunity you do not want to miss!!   Jay Sassarath – our favorite Committee Chair – has already volunteered to be one of the lock-in adults.  What a guy!  We will need 3-4 adults to spend the night and more for driving.  

Please confirm that your child is / is not attending and pay for the event at the next scout meeting on Wednesday – November 10th.  

Contact - Kim Kuruzovich @ kimkruz@msn.com or call 521-4759 & let her know how you can help!
Upcoming Training Opportunities 

The troop is currently working to schedule an Adult CPR training session.  This is literally a life-saver and important for all parents to obtain.  Joanne Newman has been able to secure a co-worker who will offer this training for free and Diane Ludes will also be offering her services.  By having two trainers we will be able to offer this to more people.  One trainer can only train 6 people.  This class can be quite costly and we are very fortunate to receive it at no cost.  Class takes several hours however there is pre-work that can be done in order to shorten the time.  Once a date is obtained – it will be communicated so that as many people as possible can take advantage of this great opportunity.  

Scott Ludes has offered to train the adults and scouts of Star rank and above in the following classes – 

· Safe Swim Defense 

· Safety Afloat 

Scott is a certified trainer in these two areas and the class will take approx. one hour total for the two classes.  Again – all adults are strongly encouraged to attend these classes as it important that we have as many trained adults as possible.  We are hoping that this class will be held immediately after the tree lot set-up but this still needs to be confirmed.  Please tentatively plan on attending this class if at all possible on Saturday – November 28th at 2:00 p.m. 
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Alligators, Bugs and Raccoons – Oh My!   [image: image5.wmf]
Plans are being made for a 4 day camping trip, December 27th to December 30th, in the Florida Everglades.   Please refer to the email from Bruce Rodgers regarding the events and requirements to attend this trip.  Flyers were passed out to Scouts at the meeting November 3.  This is one fun trip!  Be there …… or be road-kill!  

Upcoming Events – Get out your calendars ….

· Sunday – November 7th – Fort DeSoto Bike Trip 

· Sunday – November 7th – Village Inn Pie Sales Start

· Wednesday – November 11th – Scoutmaster Conferences – Email Mr. Rodgers!   axisges@tampabay.rr.com
· Wednesday – November 11th – Confirm attendance at Lock-In and pay $20.00 fee to Mrs. Kuruzovich.

· Saturday – November 13th – Scouting for Food Bag Pickup 

· Monday – November 15th – Webelos Crossover – 7:00 p.m. 

· Wednesday – November 17th – SAFE Training – 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

· Thursday – Thanksgiving! – November 26th – Mr. Rodgers and Mr. Phillips leave to pick up the Christmas trees!

· Friday – November 27th – Christmas Tree Stand Repair – 4:00 p.m.

· YMCA Climbing & Swimming 

· Lock-In 

· Saturday – November 28th – Tree Lot Set-up – 8:00 a.m.

· Saturday – November 28th – Tentative Training 2:00 p.m. 

· Saturday – November 28th – Tree Sales Begin 

· Wednesday – December 1st – Committee Meeting – 7:00 p.m.

· Saturday – December 4th – Billy Stringer’s Eagle Scout Ceremony

· Field trip for the Citizenship in the Nation badge … more details to follow.

· Wednesday – December 8th – Scoutmaster Conferences – Email Mr. Rodgers!   axisges@tampabay.rr.com
· Wednesday – December 8th – Board of Reviews – Email Mr. Sasserath!   jays.mqc@att.net
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