Troop 219 – March 2007 

BSA West Coast Florida Council - Skyway District

Newsletter & Minutes 
Troop Committee Meeting

A Troop Committee Meeting was held on March 7, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.  These meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month and are open to all parents. Committee meetings are the method that our troop uses to plan events and discuss issues of concern.  It is the perfect way to learn more about Boy scouting, why and how things are done, and to exchange ideas. 

Committee Members:

Jay Sasserath – Chair (P)
Joanne Newman- Treasurer (P)
Rolando Ferrer – Advancement (P)
Sharon Eichler – Secretary (P)
Chet Ugan – Chartered Org. Rep.
John Farese
Norm Dobiesz - Fundraising
Terri Fritzel – OA Coord.

Cheryl Anderson (P) 

Becky McBride (P)

Bill Blue
Scoutmaster : Bruce Rodgers
Assistant Scoutmasters:
Mike McBride, Bob Hargrove, Bob Kropp, Norm Dobiesz, Raul Quintana, Walt Miller, Tom Gaukel

Kim Phillips – Chaplain, Tom Gaukel – Equipment Coordinator, 

Mike McBride – Webmaster - www.troop219.com
Council Website: www.wcfcbsa.org

The following items were discussed:

1. The recharter has been completed by Rolando Ferrer and Mike McBride. Need to put the arrow of light date on the new scout applications. Fill out with a ball point pen and press hard so that all of the copies will be readable. 

2. A scout can participate up to 18 years old.

3. Raul Quintana is coordinating the Merit Badge University.  Some requirements need to be done before hand.

4. Summer camp, 20 scouts are signed up so far.  About 1 ½ hour away. There is an air conditioned mess hall and a big swimming pool at camp LaNoChe. A $25.00 deposit is required.

5. Make sure to put your membership number on applications for training so that you will get credit for it.  BSA Youth Protection training is available on the council website.  This is required in addition to the church sponsored SAFE training.  The next training session will be held at St. Luke Catholic Church in Palm Harbor on 3/27/07. Contact Vicky at 787-2845 for more information.
6. Operation First Class is May 12, 2007. Sign up on the council website.  This is a one day session that is recommended for the new scouts to learn about rank advancement.

7. The committee will schedule a merit badge training session for new scout parents to learn about merit badges and how to work on the requirements.  Merit badge worksheets can be found at usscouts.org (best) and at meritbadge.com.   Ask a scoutmaster or advancement chair for a blue card to start working on a merit badge.  Take advantage of our monthly theme group work sessions for merit badges.  This is a fun way for the scouts to work on merit badges with their friends.
8. Bring your used small ink cartridges to any weekly meeting for the troop to use to obtain free paper.

The next committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday April 4th @ 7:00 p.m.   Try to attend and learn more about the troop and how it works.  
SUMMER CAMP(S) [image: image1.wmf]
Many exciting opportunities!
Camp LaNoChe Ocala National Forest - June 17th  – June 23rd
Camping News
Webelos Fellowship Camp Weekend was held on 2/24/07.  Thanks to Michael McBride for coordinating.

The Blue Springs State Park Camp on 2/23 – 2/25 was attended by 13 scouts. Thanks to Tom Gaukel and all who helped coordinate this trip including Bob Hargrove, Bill Rodgers and the parents who attended, 

The March camp is at Hillsborough State Park – 3/23/07 to 3/25/07
The April camp at Ft. Desoto has been cancelled.
A canoe trip is to be announced for July.
Scout Sunday 
Great participation by many on February 4th.  Badges were awarded to all boys in attendance.  Thank you to Kim Phillips for coordinating and to all for making this event such a success.  Troop 219 was represented well.
EAGLE SCOUTS
Congratulations to Audie Anderson, Casey Dobiesz , Andrew Kropp, and Chase Phillips, who have all achieved the rank of Eagle Scout through hard work and perseverance.  Troop 219 is proud of you!!!!!!!
Fact:  Several politicians that have been in the news lately are Eagle Scouts.  Eagle Scouts are recognized for their leadership skills.
William D. Boyce Award
Congratulations to Bruce Rodgers for receiving the District Award of Merit and the William D. Boyce Award.  Thank you Bruce for giving so much of your time and energy to Troop 219 and our scouts.

Bronze Pelican Award

Congratulations to Rolando Ferrer for receiving the Bronze Pelican award.  The purpose of this program is to recognize outstanding contribution to the development of Catholic youths.  Thank you Rolando.
Troop 219 greatly appreciates your efforts and is lucky to have two such dedicated people amongst our ranks!
WELCOME!

Welcome to our new scouts : Brandon Wizikowski, Clayton Cravey, Kyle Murphy,

Ricky Carr, and Aidon Paris.

Religious Emblems
Boys who will be entering grade 7 or higher next year are now eligible to begin working on their first Catholic religious emblem for Boy Scouts – the Ad Altere Dei award.     If your son would like to earn this important award please contact Kim Phillips – kt.phillips4501@verizon.net and let her know.  Work will begin in April and boys will meet once per month.  Work must be completed while boys are in 7th or 8th grade.  

For those interested in earning an award of a different faith … please contact Kim as well and she can obtain the necessary materials.  

USED UNIFORMS & MERIT BADGE BOOKS
If your son has outgrown any of the pieces of his Boy Scout uniform please don’t let the items just sit there collecting dust in his closet. Send them in so that another boy can utilize!   Items should be given to our Quartermasters – Danny Gaukel or Matt Kuruzovich.  

Merit badge books that you are no longer in need of?  Pass these on to our Troop Librarian Nick Quintana.  

Have you been thinking about how to get involved …?
Each year parents are asked to think about what role they can play in the troop and now is a good time to think about areas where you might want to become involved.  Attending a committee meeting or two will give an opportunity to see what is involved in the various positions so that you will know if these areas might be something that would work with your particular schedule.  Specific areas that we have a need for include:
· Vice Chair – Position currently held by Rolando Ferrer 

· Adult Training – Open
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· Scoutmaster Conferences – Second Wed. of the Month
· Board of Review – Third Wed. of the Month

· Family History for CITW– 3/14/07

· Bayfront Medical Emergency Simulation – 3/21/07 6-9pm
· March Camp – Hillsborough State Park – 3/23/07 to 3/25/07

· Current Event for CITW– 3/28/07

· Troop 219 Elections – 4/11/06

· Merit Badge University – Eckerd College 4/28/07

March – Citizens in the World
March Service Patrol = Scorpion
March Program Patrol = Panther
Kim Phillips – MB Coordinator
April – Citizens in the Nation
April Service Patrol = Alligator
April Program Patrol = Scorpion
A Service Patrol is the patrol (all members) that arrives about 20 minutes before the meeting to get the room set up for the program.  They also remain after the meeting to see that the room is clean and all equipment is stored.





A Program Patrol is the patrol (all members) that is responsible for assisting with the program, which includes the opening and closing ceremonies, games and other scheduled program activities.  They work through the patrol leader, with the SPL and program adults.
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