Troop 219 – November 2005 

Newsletter & Minutes 

Troop Committee Meeting

A Troop Committee Meeting was held on December 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.  These meetings are open to all parents, and are the method that our troop uses to plan events.  It is the perfect way to learn more about Boy scouting, why and how things are done, and to exchange ideas. 

Committee Members in Attendance:

Jay Sasserath

Kim Phillips

Joanne Newman

Terri Fritzel

Rolando Ferrer

Becky McBride

Norm Dobiesz

Committee Members Absent:

Dave Vetter

Raul Quintana 

Sam Maiolo 

Scott Ludes


Diane Maiolo 

Tom Gaukel

Terri Fritzel

Cheryl Anderson

Next committee meeting is currently scheduled for Wednesday – January 11th  @ 7:00 p.m.   Note that this meeting is being moved to the second Wednesday of the month.  Try to attend and learn more about the troop and how it works.  

​​​​​​​​​
Tra .. la… la.. la.. la… TREE LOT …. Is COMPLETE!  
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And in record time!!    Gross Sales were $8,000, which minus expenses looks like an appox. Profit of $4500 - $5000.  Remember these funds are split 50/50 between those boys working and the troop.  Boys who worked will have their hours calculated with the profit and these funds will be credited for use toward summer camp, Eagle projects.  If a boy does not use his funds within the same year, he can either donate his money to another scouts needs .. or donate the money back to the troop.  Thank you Mrs. Newman … our esteemed Treasurer who keeps all this money straight! 

Boys and parents alike owe a huge dept of gratitude to Mr. Rolando Ferrer.  Mr. Ferrer spent countless hours ensuring that the lot was properly opened and closed each day.  Training and re-training scouts in the ‘art’ of keeping the tree lot running, and for generally ensuring that all of us knew just what to do each time we were there!   Muchas Gracias … Senor’ Ferrer!  You are THE BEST!
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Scoutmaster Rodgers and Asst. Scoutmaster McBride must also be properly thanked for that adventurous trip to go and get the trees!   Apparently, it wasn’t quite as smooth as it could have been … but we got the trees and they made it home with all ten toes and fingers!  Thank you for all your work!!

And we can’t forget …. Asst. Scoutmasters Kropp and Hargrove who handled the lock-in, so that everyone was more than ready for set-up in the morning!  And Special thanks to Scott Ludes who directed the set-up … What would we do without you Scott?!   

Tear down apparently went quite smoothly as well …. Special recognition there goes to – Mr. Ferrer once again, as well as to Audie Anderson & Matt Authement.   Additional thanks to Mr. Musselman who worked some type of electrical magic on one of his shifts so that all the lights were once again functional!  

Without all these wonderful volunteers … and each of our parents … we would not have such a great troop!   

Court of Honor   [image: image3.wmf]
We will have our next Court of Honor on January 22nd at 3:00 p.m.  This COH will be a bit different than usual in that it will be held at Fort de Soto Park, giving the boys an opportunity to showcase some of their scout skills!  Those who have been working on their Cooking Merit Badge will be handling all of the food.  Several other scout related activities are also planned in addition to the regular awards.  This sounds like a great family activity and wonderful opportunity to get to know other people in the troop a bit better. 

HELP WANTED 

Mr. Ferrer would very much like to have someone step forward to learn the advancement process.  He will be ‘retiring’ from this job at the end of this scouting year … and now is the time to for someone to learn what is involved in the job!   Hopefully he won’t RETIRE from the troop all together … just from this particular position.   Please let Mr. Ferrer, or our Committee Chair Jay Sassareth know if you are willing to take on some of this work.  

BOARDS OF REVIEW

The next Board of Review night will be on Wednesday, January 4th.  Remember … it is the scout’s responsibility to let Mr. Ferrer know that he needs this.  He should NOT wait until that day and Then ask.  These take preparation and the scout is responsible for giving enough notice.  

CONGRATULATIONS!

…. To Chris Vetter and his family on his Eagle Award.  There is no higher achievement and this is especially gratifying for Chris, who worked through the hardships of changing Troops twice and having all of his Scouting buddies abandon the trail Chris has completed.  As college applications have become the order of the day for Chris we will see less of him in the future, but are satisfied to know we have another excellent example of all Scouting can offer entering the world our communities.

CONGRATULATIONS!

…. To John Giles and his family as well.  John’s ceremony is scheduled for Wednesday, December 21st. Scouting’s achievement of Eagle is one of many multiple activities John has worked diligently over the last three plus years.  He has put to practice through his leadership in these other endeavors, all that he has learned and experienced in Scouting.  John represents the mission of Scouting by his actions, with no boasting talk or fanfare, just task after task quietly completed. 

POINTS OF INTERST ~ from the Committee Meeting

· Any expense over $25.00 will need to be approved in advance by two Committee members.  Preferred are Joanne Newman and Jay Sasserath.  New forms for this purpose will be distributed soon.  Funds are tight even with the tree lot.  

· Mr. Dobiesz has been able to obtain numerous donated backpacks with Yankee memorabilia.  We will be doing a service project, distributing these in the next few weeks.  More details to follow.  
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· Scoutmaster Conferences – 12/14/05

· John Giles Eagle Ceremony – 12/21/05

· 50 Miler Trip – 12/27/05

· BOR – 1/4/06 

· Committee Meeting – 1/11/06

· District Banquet – 1/13/06 – First United Methodist Church

· Brooksville Raid – 1/21/06 

· Court of Honor – Ft. DeSoto Park – 1/22/05 – 3:00 p.m. 

· Kissimmee State Park Camping – 1/27 to 1/29 


January – Backpacking Skills

January Service Patrol = Panther
January Program Patrol = Alligator



A Service Patrol is the patrol (all members) that arrives about 20 minutes before the meeting to get the room set up for the program.  They also remain after the meeting to see that the room is clean and all equipment is stored.





A Program Patrol is the patrol (all members) that is responsible for assisting with the program, which includes the opening and closing ceremonies, games and other scheduled program activities.  They work through the patrol leader, with the SPL and program adults.
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